C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette
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The Hearne Christmas parade is this coming Saturday, December 13 beginning at 10:30 AM in downtown!


Special arrangements have been made for Santa Claus to take time out of his very busy holiday schedule to ride as guest of honor in the Hearne Christmas parade.  Santa will be throwing-out handfuls of candy along the same downtown parade route as last year.  


After the parade. Jolly Ole Saint  Nick will  hang-out for a little while next to the Christmas tree at the Downtown BBQ & Steakhouse Restaurant at Fourth & Cedar Streets to visit & take photos (bring your cameras) with children of all ages. 

Business sponsors of this year’s Hearne Chamber of Commerce Christmas parade include First Victoria Bank, First Star Bank, Hill’s Insurance, Wilson Drug, Heartfield Florist, & Heartfield Funeral Home.


Parade activities will start at 10:30 AM in downtown Hearne.  Local participants are asked to choose their own holiday theme & start planning their parade entries.
 
Parade entry forms are in the take-one box outside the Hearne Chamber of Commerce at 304 South Market Street.  If no one is in the office, just slide completed entry forms under the front door at the chamber.

“It’s beginning to look a lot like progress, ev’rywhere you go,” proclaimed one recent chamber phone visitor.  

Indeed, in spite of a major national economic downturn, lots of positive things are happening in Hearne & Robertson County.

Progress is finally being made on much-awaited depot renovations.  The current phase of depot improvements should be finished after the first of the year.  According to many observers, just cleaning-up part of the old cotton compress lot next door to the depot was a vast improvement.


Camp Hearne’s Chet Edwards-provided funding is being used to create a WWII visitors center.  Airport grants will soon fund a new fuel farm at the Hearne Airport.  These efforts will help Hearne realize some of its heritage tourism & economic potential.

A major eyesore has been removed from downtown & replaced with an attractive new kidney dialysis clinic.  Another new medical provider is offering its services a block away.  The city’s public library has moved into an impressive new home.


Downtown Hearne & local highways through town boast several new businesses.  With help from a state grant, contributions from First Victoria Bank & Handfuls On Purpose Enterprises, assistance from Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, new downtown streetlights are on the way.  These will join several new downtown park benches that have been specially constructed & painted.

Two new hotels have been built.  Both will soon be open.  A third hotel will likely start construction early next year.  A major new restaurant is preparing ground for its foundation.  Two new convenience stores/gas stations & RV parks are either planned or partially completed. 

New schools & improved TAKS scores are a source of pride.  A new bank has been built.  Robertson County EMS will soon break ground on its new Hearne operations center.

These activities are tangible proof of the progress taking place all over Hearne.  These improvements make Hearne a more attractive place to live, work, & visit.


Around the county, power plant, coal mine, & highway construction coupled with oil & gas production & exploration activities have created jobs, brought workers & economic opportunities our way. 


Nearby, Calvert has some new businesses & a refurbished Katy-Hamman-Stricker library.  Bremond is working on a Polish history museum.  In Franklin, the courthouse is being refurbished & expanded while Franklin’s Carnegie Library receives a face-lift. 

After the first of the year, expect to see more positive local developments (including a couple of big possible announcements).
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